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Letter from Board 
President

HOPE School Friends and Family,

As the proud father of a HOPE School graduate, 
and now the President of the Board of Directors, 
I’ve been blessed to see the real and profound 
difference that HOPE has made in the lives of the 
kids who have come through our program. Our 
staff, parents, volunteers, board, and donors, along 
with the graduate students and university staff, are 
all working together to give children who would 
have been marginalized a generation ago a brighter 
tomorrow. Seeing our HOPE graduates who came 
back for our 10th Anniversary Celebration and 
hearing their personal success stories is the fuel 
for the engine that keeps us going. On behalf of us 
all, thank you for the difference you’ve made!

This spring we suffered an acute loss when Jan 
Johnson, one of the founders of HOPE and for 20 

years a vocal advocate for deaf education in the Spokane area, passed away. Her vision, commitment, 
and absolute belief in oral education for children who are deaf or hard of hearing is an inspiration to all 
of us, and the difference she made will live on in our kids, their kids, and all the generations that follow. 
Those ripples will never stop, and we’re going to make more in the decade to come.

As we look to the future, HOPE is excited to bring on Danette Driscoll as our Executive Director 
to help with the growth and sustainability of our programs for children with hearing loss and their 
families. We are excited about our much more robust birth-to-three program, in partnership with 
Spokane County and numerous other social service agencies. Our best ever Hoedown for HOPE in 
October 2014 will be followed by our 2nd Annual Hear Me Run in April 2015.  And, we are excited for 
the community-at-large to learn more about HOPE through our designation as the Bloomsday 2015 
Charity of Choice!

The foundation that we’ve built is going to lead to even more success in the future, and we appreciate 
each of you for helping HOPE along the way. Thank you for believing in HOPE School’s programs and 
our children. Here’s to 10 more years!

Ryan Grant
Board Chair
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Our First 10  Years:  A Look Back

Founded in 2004 by families of children with hearing loss and the professionals who serve them, HOPE 
School is the only listening and spoken language early education program serving the greater Spokane region.

Amazing technological advances allow children who are deaf or hard of hearing to listen and speak. 
However, after being fitted with cochlear implants, hearing aids, or baha devices, children will not 
automatically be able to listen and talk. These skills must be taught. 

HOPE School helps children with hearing loss learn to listen and speak by:

• Helping toddlers begin to respond to and recognize sounds, and say words.

• Teaching preschoolers to listen, speak, and be ready to learn in kindergarten.

• Educating and supporting parents of children with hearing loss.
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Four young members of HOPE’s Toddler Group 
rock the boat while listening to “Row, Row, Row 
Your Boat.”

A master’s student in Speech-Language 
Pathology practices listening and speaking 
skills with a preschooler.

In 2014, HOPE School celebrated our 10-year anniversary! 

• Since 2004, we have served more than 80 preschoolers and their 
families. 

• In 2005, we launched an early intervention Toddler Program through 
which we have worked with more than 40 toddlers with hearing 
loss and their families!

• In 2014, we began offering in-home early intervention for babies and 
toddlers with hearing loss and their families starting at the time of 
diagnosis until age 3.

Amy Hardie, Teacher of 
the Deaf, checks students’ 
listening devices daily for 
proper fit and functionality.
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Letter from Interim 
Executive Director

After celebrating 10 years of excellence in serving our 
students and families, HOPE School is poised for an 
exciting new chapter in its organizational development 
and community reach. After an in-depth strategic 
planning process, HOPE School has identified several 
key priorities we will focus on in the coming years. 

First, we are thrilled to welcome Danette Driscoll as 
our new Executive Director.  This important leadership 
position will work seamlessly with our academic and 
clinical team to continue ensuring the quality of HOPE 
School’s programming and outcomes and to advance 
the long-term sustainability of the organization. 
Danette’s extensive professional experience and 
expertise will be an extraordinary asset to the HOPE 
School mission.  Please join me in extending a warm 
welcome to Danette!

In addition to this important leadership role, HOPE 
School will actively increase and enhance our partnerships with school districts and community partners 
as we continue to refine our role as a vital part of the educational continuum.  We are also in the process 
of expanding our reach to serve more children from birth to three with critical early intervention services 
that set the stage for success in school and in life.  And, we will continue to refine and deepen our supports 
for parents and family members to help empower them to advocate for the academic and health needs of 
their children and to equip them to serve as the first and most important teachers of their children. 

Finally, in the coming years we will continue to tell the HOPE School story in ways that cultivate new 
community partnerships that will bring the awareness, relationships, and resources to help ensure HOPE 
School’s sustainability and excellence long-term. 

It has been an honor to serve as HOPE School’s Interim Executive Director, and I look forward to passing 
the torch to our exceptionally capable new Executive Director who, in concert with the HOPE School 
Board of Directors and team of professionals, will lead HOPE School in this next phase of its evolution. 

On behalf of the team here at HOPE School, we extend our most heartfelt gratitude to the many students, 
families, individuals, and organizations who have made HOPE School what it is today.  We will continue to 
ensure that your investment of resources, time, and talents will serve the students of HOPE School and the 
community as a whole for many years to come.

Deanna Davis, PhD
Interim Executive Director
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Celebrating 10 Years 
of Excellence
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Our Listening and Spoken Language Program

A groundbreaking 1995 study found that a child must hear 46 million words by age four to be 
successful in kindergarten.  Does this study mean that children with hearing loss have no hope for 
a bright future?

Absolutely not!

Due to advances in auditory technology, these children can learn to listen and speak. But cochlear 
implants, hearing aids, and baha devices are not enough. Children must be taught to interpret 
the sounds they hear and make the sounds of speech.  HOPE School’s Listening and Spoken Language 
Preschool program provides this specialized teaching and training and prepares our students for 
success in their neighborhood schools.

Imagine the child who does not have the words to tell her parent that 
she is afraid.  Imagine the child who can’t produce the sounds of speech, 
so his teacher doesn’t know that he DOES know the answer.  Imagine 
the child playing silently on a crowded playground, unable to engage 
with her peers.  Imagine a child who is being harmed, but can’t say so. 

HOPE’s Listening and Spoken Language Preschool imparts the 
language skills that prevent these scenarios from becoming reality for 
the children with hearing loss we serve.
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My son was late-diagnosed with severe-

to-profound hearing loss and didn’t get 

proper hearing aids until the age of 2. 

As a result, he had no language at all. 

In his three years at HOPE School, his 

language skills made leaps and bounds. 

He started kindergarten mainstreamed. 

I owe his success to HOPE School.

– Michelle B., Parent of a HOPE Alumni
HOPE School Alumni, Keemani, 

playing baseball

“



Preschoolers receive daily individual speech-language pathology 
and audiology services from master’s students of EWU and 
WSU’s University Programs in Communications Disorders.

Our 3- to 6-year-old students attend morning or 
afternoon classes four days a week in a language-
rich environment and acoustically sound classroom. 

In the 2013-14 school year, 13 preschoolers made great strides at HOPE.  
Nine graduated from the program and mainstreamed into their neighborhood 
kindergarten.  The other four progressed into our 2014-15 afternoon class.
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Our Early Intervention Program

At HOPE School, we see the devastating developmental effects on children whose late 
diagnosis or fragmented early intervention services result in little or no listening and spoken 
language.  To address this challenge, HOPE School launched our Toddler Program in 2005, a 
classroom-based early intervention program for toddlers with hearing loss who are as young 
as 18 months up to age 3.  They attend one class per week with a parent or caregiver, where 
they practice listening and developing speech with their peers during structured play activities.

In 2014, HOPE began to offer in-home early 
intervention services in partnership with Spokane’s 
Infant Toddler Network.  Amy Hardie, our Teacher of 
the Deaf, works with babies up to age 3 and their 
parents from the time of a deaf or hard-of-hearing 
diagnosis to help them navigate hearing loss resources 
and learn to listen and speak in a hearing world.

During the first few years of life, a baby’s brain forms 700 new 
neural connections every second.  These connections are the 
foundation for later learning, behavior, and health. Children with 
hearing loss miss out on the sounds that help build this foundation. 
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HOPE School recognizes that 

family relationships are the key to 

supporting children’s development.  

HOPE educates and empowers 

families so they may shape the 

health and academic outcomes of 

their children in positive ways.  

HOPE School is a vital participant 

in our early intervention program.

- Colleen O’Brien, Program Manager

 Infant Toddler Network

Cruz’s mother models the word “blue” 
as he listens intently and attempts to 
imitate during Toddler Group.



Every moment is a chance for toddlers to listen and talk. At snack time, they 
learn words that describe the shape, color, and taste of the food they eat.

Learning to listen is serious business!
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Supporting Parents and Families

HOPE School is here to support parents, their child’s first and most important teacher.  We offer a 
comprehensive host of tools and resources to support carryover of listening and spoken language 
in the home.

• Home visits provide individualized support 
for families as they begin their journey to 
navigate hearing loss.

• Toddler Group brings together toddlers 
and parents in a supportive environment 
with other families just like them to help 
toddlers begin to hear and say words and 
to help parents practice narrating life.

• Preschool parent-teacher conferences 
offer a chance for parents to talk about 
their child’s early learning needs with our 
Teacher of the Deaf.

• Our Daily Parent Letter describes each 
day’s classroom lessons and activities, along 
with photographs to provide visual cues of 
the day’s session.

• Individual Communication Notebooks 
provide daily notes on each child’s daily 
experiences, successes, and challenges and 
supports the parents’ carryover of listening 
and spoken language in the home.

• Parent education workshops educate parents on hearing loss, hearing technology, advocacy, legal 
rights, and steps to success for children with hearing loss.

For children with hearing loss, learning to listen and speak can’t stop 
in the classroom.  It’s a continuous, around-the-clock activity. Parents 
have a difficult task, as they must learn to narrate life to a child who 
might only understand a tiny fraction of their words at the beginning.  
They must learn to advocate for their child in a confusing and often 
fragmented system of appointments, paperwork, and red tape.

8



8

What Parents Say About the 
Support They Receive

HOPE doesn’t just greatly affect every 
child who walks through their doors 
but they affect parents like me. HOPE 
School has also equipped me with tools 
that I need to help my kids succeed.

I dream of the day where he and 
I can carry on full conversations.  
HOPE has made that dream a reality 
for so many children just like mine.

The moment when your deaf child 
runs up because he heard YOU 
calling and is able to respond to you 
appropriately because HE understood 
you is absolutely PRICELESS!
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Board of Directors
Board President
Ryan Grant, Teacher/HOPE Alumni Parent

Board Vice-President
Jan Krogh, Retired VP/Director

Treasurer
Monique Corigliano, CPA

Secretary
Cindy Bishop, RN/Parent

Members
Elizabeth Wilson Fowler, PhD, CCC-SLP
Dr. Wendy Eastman, MD
Dr. Neil Giddings, MD
Sandy Bassett, CCC-SLP

Consultants to the Board
Dr. Michael J. Olds, MD
Kami Fehlig, AuD
Jennifer Underwood, JD

Staff
Danette Driscoll, Executive Director

Kim Schafer, Outreach and Development Director

Amy Hardie, Teacher of the Deaf

Paula Grant, Toddler Group Teacher

Lindsay Reis, Instructional Assistant

Shyla Rodgers,  Administrative Assistant 

Financial Information
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Grant Funders

Awards
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David and Dorothy Pierce 
Charitable Trust

The Schaub Foundation

TUA BROWN
ASSISTANCE FUND

HOPE is the Official Charity for 
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509, INC
Advanced Bionics Corporation
AM Landshapers
American Way Collision
Apex Physical Therapy
Applied Insight, LLC
Becker Buick GMC
Clear Care
Clear Chiropractic Spokane
CN Contracting & Consulting, Inc.
Cochlear Americas 
David Black/NAI Black
DCI Engineers
DEI Electrical Consultants
Educational Consulting & Training
Framing Northwest
GEE Automotive Companies
Gemini Incorporated
Give with Liberty (Liberty Mutual Foundation 
Match)
Greenstone Homes
Hotstart Inc.
Inland Empire Veterinary Medical Association
Jubilant HollisterStier
Just Chillin’ Yogurt
Liberty Park Florist and Greenhouse 
Lukins & Annis, PS
Lydig Construction, Inc.
McGregor Company (The)
McNaughton & Nate Insurance Group

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Moloney & O’Neill
Monterey Café
Northwest Farm Credit Services
Numerica Credit Union
N.W. Medical Rehabilitation
PEMCO Mutual Insurance Company
Ponti Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
Prairie Animal Hospital, PA
Premier Manufacturing 
Richards, Merrill & Peterson, Inc.
RiverBank
Riverside Place
Robb Heinrich, DDS, PLLC
Safeway
Schoedel & Schoedel CPAs PLLC
SDS Realty
Shopko Foundation
Small Biz Mechanix
Spokane Ear Nose & Throat Clinic
Spokane SLP PLLC
Summit Capital Group
Telect, Inc.
Umpqua Bank
Valley Auto Liquidators
Vandervert Construction, Inc.
Washington Trust Bank
WSU Spokane
Yokes Fresh Market

Corporate Donors

Local Service Organizations
Davenport Lions Club
Kiwanis Club of North Spokane
Medical Lake Lions Club
PEO Chapter DR
Rotary Club 21 of Spokane
Rotary Club of Spokane North
Rotary Club of Spokane-East

Rotary Club of Spokane-West
Spokane Central Lions Club
Spokane Shadle-North Lions Club
Spokane Valley Lions Club
National Students of Speech Language Hearing 
Association (NSSLHA)



HOPE School - 2014 Annual Report

Individual Donors
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Dr. Reinaldo and Sandra Acosta
Jim and Kellee Alice
Mark and Debra Altmar
Betty Barnes
Thomas and Sandy Bassett
Stephanie Bernard
Loren Bilesky
Kim and Cindy Bishop
Scott and Leah Brockway
Nan Bulish
John and Sharon Cannon Jr.
Jim and Barbara Chamberlain
Gail Chermak
Scott and Marcel Chesney
Patricia and Stanley Clouse
Brad and Monique Corigliano
Kenny and Mary Daniels
Kenneth and Barbara Delanoy
James and Audrey Dhillon
Dr. Wendy and Jack Eastman
Megan Ellingson
Scott and Carla Erickson
Teresa and Alejandro Espinoza
Gloria Field
Michael and Linda Foglia
Zachary and Michele 
Fredrickson
Carl Garabedian and Jennifer 
Troiano

Cassidy Gardner
Dr. Neil and Lisa Giddings
Harold and Sandra Goldberg
Ryan and Paula Grant
Douglas Griffiths
Michelle Guilford and Jack 
Tweedy
Tamara Grubb and Dr. Bill 
Meyers
Bruce and Amy Hardie
C. Steve Harrison
Evelyn Heider
John and Nancy Heinemann
Clarke and Margie Indahl
Jere and Janet Johnston
Garrett and Erin Judd
Larry and Delores Judd
Mike, Colleen Judd and family
Randy, Rochelle, Jake and Josh 
Judd
Dennis and Nola Koesel
Bill and Jan Krogh
The Krogh Family
Ronald and Sheila Litzinger
Dr. Gregory MacDonald and 
Nancy Evans 
Chuck and Nancy Madison
Linda Meyer
Connie Mitchell

Gordon and Gladys Moen
William and Elizabeth Mouser
Doug and Bev Myers
Greg and Lui Newell
Dr. Michael and Julie Olds
Bruce and Lee Osterling
Guy and Sylvia Perham
Douglas C. Redfield
Shyla Rodgers
John and Deborah Roewe
Delores and Michael Ryan
Harold Schafer
Mark and Kim Schafer
Bronwynn Shew
Stephen and Tresa Schmautz
Michael Schmeltzer and Shani 
Marchant
Karen Rademaker Simpson
Duane and Peggy Sorensen
Grace Yvonne Thompson
Greg and Michelle Ward
Chris and Lisa Watson
Jason and Jennie Wheaton
John and Joy Wheaton
Steve and Theresa White
Jill Williamson
Dr. Elizabeth and Dale Wilson-
Fowler
Ronald and Marcia Yep

Thank you to those who contribute to our 
two major fundraising events throughout the year!



Thanks to YOUR support, 
their futures have never been brighter!

Contact HOPE School

310 North Riverpoint Blvd, Box V.
Spokane, WA 99202-1675

509-828-1379
509-368-6890 Fax


